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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a charged beam 
aligner in which character apertures or split masks are 
arranged as much as possible within a predetermined 
area by minimizing the interval of the aperture or the 
split mask. 

SOLUTION: An aperture (mask) plate comprises 
aperture (mask) parts 16, 17 and a substrate 10 for 
supporting them wherein a silicon single crystal 
substrate having the major surface of orientation [110] 
is employed as the substrate 10. Openings 12, 13 are 
then made in the substrate 10 by anisotropic etching. 
The apertures 16, 17 are arranged to minimize the size 
of the opening depending on the incident angle of the 
charged beam thus maximizing the number of apertures 
to be arranged in a predetermined area or minimizing the 
area for arranging the apertures. 
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